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16 States/Provinces Here: 
How many have you visited?

REGIONS AND 
THEMES

GEOG 3100: US AND CANADA –

CITIES, ECONOMIES, AND 

SUSTAINABILITY

WELCOME!

No matter why you are here,

what your major is, or anything else 

about who you are, welcome.

I am glad you are in this class.

FOUR GROUND RULES

• 1. Do your work

• 2. Come to learn

• 3. Participate

• 4. Consider others

My goal here is to serve your needs well.

“I did not come to be served, but to serve”

Come Prepared

Right Attitude

Be Engaged

The “Golden Rule”

WORDS TO THE WISE

• Always know what’s coming up in the course schedule

• I aim to make as much as possible about this 

course to be logical and step-by-step

• Do everything you can to keep up

• It will be easy to fall behind

• If you are having trouble keeping up, please come talk 

with me

• I want to help

• This course provides a geographic 

perspective on the regions of the United 

States and Canada

• An overview of the practical meaning of geography for 

understanding our continent

• Geography: a crucial support to sound decision-making

REGIONS AND THEMES
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Geography and Hurricane Harvey

Q: How can this “geography and decision-support” 
perspective be relevant in situations like this?

Geography is in Demand

UNT Geography graduates 
working at the headquarters 
of Advance Auto Parts in 

Roanoke, Virginia

Amie: 2007 UNT Geography MS 
degree graduate

Timothy: 2017 UNT Geography BS 
degree graduate (was in this class in 

2016)

Amie 
Sumpter

Timothy 
Klein

Q: Why would Advance Auto 
Parts want to employ 

geographers?

• Three main areas of emphasis in this course

• 1. consideration of the “region” concept and its practical implications

• 2. an examination of the physical and human foundations for regional studies in 

geography

• Specific Focus: urban and economic issues

• 3. putting it all together, a survey of each of the major regions of North America in 

an urban/economic context

REGIONS AND THEMES

• Three main areas of emphasis in this course

• 1. consideration of the “region” concept and its practical implications

• 2. an examination of the physical and human foundations for regional studies in 

geography

• Specific Focus: urban and economic issues

• 3. putting it all together, a survey of each of the major regions of North America in 

an urban/economic context

Q: What would be good reasons for us 

to take an entire course to focus 

specifically on cities and the economy?

REGIONS AND THEMES

REGIONS AND THEMES

Q: How does “sustainability” relate as a 

concern with the urban and economic 

development of North America?

• Three main areas of emphasis in this course

• 1. consideration of the “region” concept and its practical implications

• 2. an examination of the physical and human foundations for regional studies in 

geography

• Specific Focus: urban and economic issues

• 3. putting it all together, a survey of each of the major regions of North America in 

an urban/economic context

Sustainable development is development that

• Meets the needs of the present

• Without compromising the ability of future 

generations to meet their own needs.

The 1987 United Nations World Commission on Environment and 

Development (the “Brundtland Commission”)

Q: What is “sustainability”?
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• Beyond the organization of the course by major 

theme, we need to come back to one more 

important course foundation

• The practical importance of geography to society: why 

care about geography?

• Let’s use two real-world situations to begin to dive into this 

question

REGIONS AND THEMES
First Scenario: Debates over Dental Care & Public Policy

The non-geographic 
perspective

The geographer’s 
perspective

Q: What does thinking about 
geography add here?

Second Scenario: Geography and Business

How can businesses use geographic 

insights to operate more effectively and 

efficiently?

Second Scenario: Geography and Business

To explore this: let’s view a short video 

case study that explores how the retailer 

Walgreens uses geographic analysis and 

technologies to help it serve communities 

across America better

Key Video Questions

1. Why does Walgreens care about geography 

and location? List all the reasons you see.

2. How does Walgreens use geographic analysis 

to support its decisions? Name as many 

applications as possible from the video.

Geography is important because every 

person, community, problem, and solution 

has a “where” attached to them

REGIONS AND THEMES
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WHO IS YOUR INSTRUCTOR?

• Dr. Murray Rice

• Professor, UNT Geography

• Bachelor of Science in Engineering Physics

• MA and PhD, Urban/Economic Geography

• Before coming to UNT: 10 years of consulting practice 

with Altavision Geographics, a geographic analysis 

consulting firm that I founded in 1995

• Following a decade of consulting practice, I am now in 

my 15th year of teaching at UNT

WHO IS YOUR INSTRUCTOR?

States and 

Provinces I have 

visited

WHO IS YOUR INSTRUCTOR?

States and 

Provinces I have 

visited in the 

past 12 months

WHO IS YOUR INSTRUCTOR?

Cities where I 

have lived Fort St John Edmonton

Calgary Saskatoon

Ottawa

Boston

Denton

WHO IS YOUR INSTRUCTOR?

States and 

Provinces I have 

visited

Cities where I 

have lived

Fort St John, 

BC

Edmonton, 

AB

Calgary, AB

Saskatoon, 

SK

Ottawa, ON

Boston, MA

Q: Where have you lived and travelled?

Denton

WHO IS YOUR INSTRUCTOR?

• I grew up in Ottawa, Canada’s capital city

• So yes, I am a proud Canadian
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WHO IS YOUR INSTRUCTOR?

• As a child growing up in Canada, I was of course an 

extreme risk-taker

WHO IS YOUR INSTRUCTOR?

• I also spent part of my growing-up years in the beautiful city 

of Boston

WHO IS YOUR INSTRUCTOR?

• Today, my wife and I have two sons who love to build things 

and travel

WHO IS YOUR INSTRUCTOR?

• I have a dog, Maggie, who is a vicious beagle

WHO IS YOUR INSTRUCTOR?

• And another dog, Max, who is a ferocious cairn 

terrier/poodle

WHO IS YOUR INSTRUCTOR?

• A word about me being a Canadian citizen and teaching 

your US & Canada class for you here in Texas…
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WHO IS YOUR INSTRUCTOR?

• Other miscellaneous facts…

• I am a Christian, and always up for a good conversation about all 

matters related to faith and belief

• I have traveled to three continents so far (North America, Europe, 

and Asia)

• I am a fan of the Ottawa Senators (NHL), Saskatchewan Roughriders 

(CFL), Boston Red Sox (MLB), and Seattle Seahawks (NFL)

THE COURSE

• Key resource for this class: our course website

• www.murrayrice.com/geog-3100.html

Key class 

resource pages 

(syllabus, 

handouts, 

readings, etc.)

Brief video 

overview of 

the class
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Shortcut to 

download 

syllabus 

(click on 

syllabus 

image)

THE COURSE

If we have weather issues: please visit the 

course website for updates and possible 

adjustments to our class schedule

Required Textbook for 

this Course:

Regional Landscapes of 

the United States and 

Canada, Eighth Edition

(2017)

I am fine with you using 

the Seventh or Sixth 

Editions as well (same 

ideas, but out of date 

facts & figures)

THE COURSE

• Key course elements in syllabus

• Discussion Questions (individual)

• Brief question-and-answer exercises: 4 sets due

• Class Attendance

• Full credit if you are present in all classes where I take 

attendance

• Student-Directed Discussion (individual submission)

• You take the lead: identify discussion topics for one class

• Group Research Project (groups of 3-4 people)

• Project Proposal, Abstract, Report, Presentation

• Group Analytical Exercise (do in project groups)

• Short, problem-based exposure to GIS analysis

• Exams

• Two mid-term exams and a final exam (details in Dec.)

THE COURSE

• Key course elements in syllabus

• Discussion Questions (individual)

• Brief question-and-answer exercises: 4 sets due

• Class Attendance

• Full credit if you are present in all classes where I take 

attendance

• Student-Directed Discussion (individual submission)

• You take the lead: identify discussion topics for one class

• Group Research Project (groups of 3-4 people)

• Project Proposal, Abstract, Report, Presentation

• Group Analytical Exercise (do in project groups)

• Short, problem-based exposure to GIS analysis

• Exams

• Two mid-term exams and a final exam (details in Dec.)

I will leave it to you to read about 

most of this on your own in the 

syllabus

• Key course elements in syllabus

• Discussion Questions (individual)

• Brief question-and-answer exercises: 4 sets due

• Class Attendance

• Full credit if you are present in all classes where I take 

attendance

• Student-Directed Discussion

• You take the lead: identify discussion topics for one class

• Group Research Project (groups of 3-4 people)

• Project Proposal, Abstract, Report, Presentation

• Group Analytical Exercise (do in project groups)

• Short, problem-based exposure to GIS analysis

• Exams

• Two mid-term exams and a final exam (details in Dec.)

THE COURSEBut I will mention that you need to pay 

attention to this Discussion Question

(“DQ”) item today

The first DQ set is due on Thursday this 

week: let’s make sure everyone knows:
(1) which weeks have a DQ set due, and

(2) where to find the questions
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In your syllabus…
So where are 

the questions 

for week 1?

Syllabus, Page 10

Weeks with this kind 

of label have a DQ 

set due

Syllabus, Page 19

Suggested response: 1-2 pages 

total for each DQ set

Syllabus 

pages 19-23 

provide DQ 

set questions 

for most 

weeks of the 

course

You should 

have the map 

page 

mentioned in 

question 2 

now

THE COURSE

• The other key course 

element I will just mention now 

is the group project (3-4 

students per group)

• See page 6 in your syllabus 

for a project description you 

need to read

• Pay attention to the two 

project types that are 

possible for this class

Syllabus, Page 6

I will leave it to you to review 

the project information 

provided in the syllabus

#1

#2

• Two key things to remember about the 

project:

• 1. Regardless of what topic you choose, 

your project must focus on answering a 

question
• Address a problem, make recommendations, give your (fact-based) 

perspective on an issue…

• Do not just report a list of trivia/facts

• 2. Your geographic focus must be primarily 

outside of Texas
• No Dallas-Fort Worth focused papers (or any other Texas 

metro)

• Texas can be included in combination with other regions

(e.g. a regional analysis of the southwest)

Quote from one student’s previous course feedback 

on this class: “The group project was a miserable 

experience (as all college group projects are). I am a 

veteran and an adult and being grouped with other 

students that would not respond to the GroupMe 

messages was terrible. I would try to set dates and times 

for parts to be completed by and none of the deadlines 

were met…   It was stressful to babysit other students and 

take on the whole project because of others’ lack of care 

for the course or their grades in general. I would have 

rather done the whole research project myself than to 

have to do that group project again.”

Being Upfront With You: One Word of Caution…
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Quote from one student’s previous course feedback 

on this class: “The group project was a miserable 

experience (as all college group projects are). I am a 

veteran and an adult and being grouped with other 

students that would not respond to the GroupMe

messages was terrible. I would try to set dates and times 

for parts to be completed by and none of the deadlines 

were met…   It was stressful to babysit other students and 

take on the whole project because of others’ lack of care 

for the course or their grades in general. I would have 

rather done the whole research project myself than to 

have to do that group project again.”Please see me if this skepticism describes your 

outlook on group projects – I am happy to talk

This student’s partners broke 

3 of the 4 class ground rules:

#1: do your work,

#3: participate, and

#4: consider others

Being Upfront With You: One Word of Caution… There is a Solid Rationale for Group Projects

A substantial body of social science 

research shows that a lack of connection

is one of the key public health and 

wellbeing problems facing American society 

today.

National Bestseller “Bowling Alone”:

“Putnam shows how we have become 

disconnected from one another and how 

social structures—whether they be PTA, 

church, or political parties—have 

disintegrated.”

Putting intentional effort into building skills 

that allow us to work together is a 

fundamental way we can address this 

problem.

There is a Solid Rationale for Group Projects

A substantial body of social science 

research shows that a lack of connection

is one of the key public health and 

wellbeing problems facing American society 

today.

National Bestseller “Bowling Alone”:

“Putnam shows how we have become 

disconnected from one another and how 

social structures—whether they be PTA, 

church, or political parties—have 

disintegrated.”

Putting intentional effort into building skills 

that allow us to work together is a 

fundamental way we can address this 

problem.

On Thursday next week (last 30 

minutes of class) I will provide 

time for you to have a true 

chance to meet and get to know 

other students and think about 

possible projects you could do

LAST THING ABOUT THE COURSE

• Almost every week of the course will have two key 

items:

• 1. “Foundational Issue”: a basic question that we 

will discuss sometime in the week

• These questions are listed for each week in your 

syllabus (see weekly schedule for questions)

• 2. “Key City Focus”: a city that we will learn and 

think about for a few minutes to start the week

• This city connects in some direct way with that 

week’s overall theme

LAST THING ABOUT THE COURSE

• Foundational Issue for This Week:

• How is a geographic perspective relevant to people, 

businesses, and cities?

Q: How would you answer this question 

based on our discussions so far?

LAST THING ABOUT THE COURSE

• Key City Focus

• I ask that each week you

• 1. visit the key city focus link provided in the 

“syllabus and handouts” page, and 

• 2. come to class prepared to discuss your 

perspective and knowledge of that city and how 

what happens in this city relates to our discussion 

topic for the week



1/16/2020

10

KEY CITY 
FOCUS FOR 
THIS WEEK

TODAY’S “NO 

PREPARATION NEEDED” 

KEY CITY FOCUS: 

DENTON

Q: What is notable 

about Denton’s 

geography?

Q: Do you have any guesses as to what this map 

shows? Are there any issues or challenges evident in 

this map?

Denton

Q: Overall, how would you describe Denton 

to someone from somewhere else? What are 

Denton’s unique strengths? Weaknesses? What 

do you think of Denton’s prospects for the 

future?
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DISCUSSION:
THE BASICS

THE 

GEOGRAPHER’S 

TOOLKIT,  AND 

THE CONCEPT 

OF “REGION”

GEOG 3100: US and Canada – Cities, 

Economies, and Sustainability

GEOGRAPHER’S TOOLKIT

• Q: What is geography?

• A popular impression is that geography is all about place 

names and identifying places on maps: rivers, mountains, state 

capitals

• This is like thinking that medical doctors memorize and 

quiz each other about body parts

• What this idea of geography misses is that geographers use 

their knowledge to solve problems

GEOGRAPHER’S TOOLKIT

• Q: What kinds of problems do geographers 

solve?

• Human problems: traffic, congestion, poverty, illness, 

unemployment, regional development

• Physical/environmental problems: drought, flooding, climate 

change

• Problems involving both people and the environment: 

pollution, urban sprawl, water use/availability/distribution

Human Actions We Can Map
Play a Role in Hurricane Impacts

Purple = Impervious Surface

1990

Purple = Impervious Surface

2014

Human Actions We Can Map
Play a Role in Hurricane Impacts

Colored Areas = Prairie/Forest/Wetland Zones

2008

Human Actions We Can Map
Play a Role in Hurricane Impacts



1/16/2020

12

Colored Areas = Prairie/Forest/Wetland Zones

Human Actions We Can Map
Play a Role in Hurricane Impacts

2008 2035 GEOGRAPHER’S TOOLKIT

• Geographers solve problems – how?

• There are two foundations that give geographers a unique 

way of solving the world’s problems

• 1. Use of Geographic Concepts: including “place”, 

“proximity”, “spatial interaction”, plus many others (ideas 

related to how the world works considering the impact of 

geographic space in particular)

• 2. Use of Geographic Tools: ways of putting our concepts 

into action to solve real problems using real-world data

GEOGRAPHER’S TOOLKIT

• One way of putting this “problem-solving” 

orientation into action is thinking of geography as 

contributing to better decisions

• This is the approach of a branch of geography called 

“location intelligence”

• The original focus of the location intelligence 

community was on business decisions (when the field 

was widely known as “business geography”)

• Now, location intelligence has the broad mandate of 

putting geographic expertise into action to help 

organizations of all kinds

GEOGRAPHER’S TOOLKIT

• So, outside of the study of the cities and 

economies of the US and Canada, this 

course also aims to build our 

understanding of geography as:

• 1. Contributing to better decisions by 

organizations of all kinds…

• 2. Through the use of geographic concepts…

• 3. By applying powerful analytical tools and 

datasets created by modern geographers

GEOGRAPHER’S TOOLKIT

• One of the key tools geographers use to 

solve problems is something called GIS

• “Geographic Information Systems”

• The use of computers to analyze complex datasets with 

the aid of maps and inherently geographic methods

• Data plus mapping plus analysis

• Q: how many of us have used a GIS?

• Let’s look at a few examples of maps produced using GIS…

What does this 

graphic tell you? 

How could the 

information here 

be used in a 

practical way?
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What does this 

graphic tell you? 

How could this 

one be used in 

a practical way?

A map providing 

different but 

related 

information

Actual Wind Turbine Locations and 

Power Generating Capacities

A series of drive time zones

around a location

Stonebriar Mall

What does this 

graphic tell you? 

How could this 

one be used in 

a practical way?

This illustrates 

how GIS puts a 

variety of 

different kinds of 

data together to 

solve problems.

Data 

“layers”

Representing 

the real world 

in some 

specific way

So GIS is a powerful tool to bring together many 

different kinds of data to solve real-world problems

GEOGRAPHER’S TOOLKIT

• This course will give you some brief 

exposure to GIS application

• Obvious point: this is not a GIS course

• However, everyone coming out of this course needs to 

have some basic idea of what GIS is and how it relates 

to the practical use of geography

• This is where the “group urban analysis exercise” 

comes from (see the Wednesday of Week 9 in your 

syllabus)

GEOGRAPHER’S TOOLKIT

• Software Learning Opportunity

• This group exercise uses Maptitude GIS software which is 

new to most in the class

• Maptitude is installed in our CSAM Computer Labs in UNT’s 

ENV building

• So we will have a couple of classes in late October/early 

November when we will meet in ENV Room 336 to use 

this software (more details on this temporary room change 

later in the semester)
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Maptitude gives you access to powerful GIS capabilities with 

extensive data ready for your use

GEOGRAPHER’S CONCEPT OF 
“REGION”

• One of the most fundamental concepts 

geographers use is the idea of “region”

• Statement: A knowledge of the regions that make up our 

country and our world is important if we are to understand 

our changing planet

• Q:Who needs to understand the world today, and why?

GEOGRAPHER’S CONCEPT OF 
“REGION”

• One definition of “region”: geographic areas that

• 1. Have one or more common characteristics throughout, that

• 2. Give them a measure of unity, and

• 3. Make them distinct from surrounding areas

• Q: Why do people (even non-geographers) create and 

name regions?

• Regions are created by people to more easily define places that 

share similar characteristics

• This does not mean regions are simple: actually, they are often 

exceedingly complex, multi-dimensional creations of our minds

GEOGRAPHER’S CONCEPT OF 
“REGION”

• Discussion from the DQ set for today: focus on 

thinking about how the regions of North America 

are defined

• First: let’s list some of the regions you identified – how many 

can we name?

• Next: let’s talk about the “region” maps you drew

How did 

you draw 

the various 

regions 

you listed?

What’s included in 

“The South”?

Where is “The 

Southwest?”

Where is the 

Midwest?

Does Canada have 

regions???

What’s the 

Rustbelt?

How far do 

the Rocky 

Mountains 

go?

Where does the 

North start?

Where’s the 

Bible Belt?

A few region 

definition examples 

from elsewhere…
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“The South”

Cultural Zones of the United States

www.philip-kearney.com

Bioregions 

of North 

America

Bioregions 

of North 

America

Texas 

regional 

detail

GEOGRAPHER’S CONCEPT OF 
“REGION”

• Q: What words/ideas do you think 

“define” the regions we have listed?

• Examples of kinds of words to think of: music, food, 

accents in speech, physical features – can you think of 

other categories?

• How much are we dealing with stereotypes when we 

define each region?
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SUMMING UP

• Next class: dealing with the physical 
foundations for understanding regions

• Before next week:
• 1. make sure you do the article reading for next class 

(“the case of the vanishing islands”) – see the 
Chesapeake Case Study documents on the course 
website

• 2. take the initiative to meet with other students
and see if you can form a project group of people with 
a convergence of interests


