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The Final Exam

GEOG 3100 Final Exam

The final exam is in a take-home format
◦ The exam has one essay question
◦ Central elements of your response:

O VERVIEW

◦ 1. A one-page outline of your essay
◦ 2. Your essay

◦ I will give you the overall instructions and essay question
first, then we’ll circle back to discuss the one-page outline
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Everyone
has the same
writing room

The exam instructions…

Basic writing
expectations
Sources and
who does
the work
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There is a
difference
between a
concept and
an example

The exam question…

Note: there is only one question here asking for
one essay, but there are multiple elements that I
am challenging you to build into your submission
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Related Resource #1

Related Resource #2
The Exam Grading Scheme

See “syllabus and handouts” page (week 15) for
your class project abstract document

◦ 1. Meeting stated criteria (following detailed instructions – did
you do this successfully): 5 points
◦ 2. Outline (quality of 1-page essay overview): 10 points
◦ 3. Inclusion of at least 3 course concepts in your essay argument:
15 points
◦ 4. Inclusion of geographic awareness poll/literacy study in your
argument: 10 points
◦ 5. Use of 3 example illustrations: 10 points
◦ 6. Overall argument quality (degree to which concentrated
thought and organization is evident): 10 points

◦ Exam Total: 60 points
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The essay outline: what is it?

▪ A one-page summary of your essay’s
key points, posted at the very
beginning of your essay

The essay outline…
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Essay Outline: Example

Essay Outline: Example

Hypothetical Question (not from this class): Discuss the state of the
global automobile manufacturing industry. Include an analysis of how
the industry has changed over the last 30 years, and how it may
change in the next decade.

Hypothetical Question (not from this class): Discuss the state of the
global automobile manufacturing industry. Include an analysis of how
the industry has changed over the last 30 years, and how it may
change in the next decade.

Q: What should be the main parts of your answer?

Q: What should be the main parts of your answer?

1. Some kind of summary of what the auto industry is like now: “the
state of the global auto industry”

1. Some kind of summary of what the auto industry is like now: “the
state of the global auto industry”
Following is a sketch of a sample outline that covers all of
2. Some
description
of “how
industry
hasshow
changed
thesekind
mainofpoints,
and gives
just athe
little
detail to
whereover
the
last 30
years”
you’re
going
inside each main section

2. Some kind of description of “how the industry has changed over
the last 30 years”
3. Some evidence-based attempt to predict “how things may change
in the next decade”
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3. Some evidence-based attempt to predict “how things may change
in the next decade”
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Essay Outline: Example

Essay Outline: Example

Big Point #1

Big Point #1

Big Point #2

Big Point #2

Big Point #3 (in

Big Point #3 (in

this case,
combined with the
conclusion)

this case,
combined with the
conclusion)

Please remember to include an
outline like this as the first page
of your exam essay
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Any final questions?

Thanks for taking GEOG 3100!
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