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Mid -Term Exam #1: Wednesday Next Week

Part A: Must-Do Question(OneQuestion)

Part B: Choice Questions(Do Two of the Three

Choice Questions Provided)

All questions are in short essay/brief answer format 

(paragraph answers, lists, and/or simple diagrams)

All questions have multiple parts(please do all parts)

All of the questions you will complete have the same 

weight: 15 points each (45 points total for the exam)

You will have 45 minutes to complete the exam

Key City Focus: Calgary

Calgary

D-FW

Seattle
Minneapolis

Key City Focus: Calgary

Denver
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Calgary's Metropolitan Area Population Calgaryôs Largest Companies

Calgary International Airport

Also, new 14,000 foot runway 

(longest in Canada)

Calgary International 

Airport up to 2016
International Terminal 

Opened in Fall, 2016

Calgary was host city for the 1988 Olympic 

Winter Games
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This left a rich legacy of sports facility 

infrastructure and international exposure

This left a rich legacy of sports facility 

infrastructure and international exposure

Calgary also has its share of bad urban 

planning decisions
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From above, Calgary looks like any sprawling 

American metropolis

However, 

Calgary is like 

many Canadian 

urban areas in 

that almost all 

of its metro area 

population lives 

in one city

Compare with 

the many

cities and 

towns that 

make up D-FW

Q: What difference does this make in terms of 

how the metro area functions?
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The Bases of Regions

Cities and Metropolitan Regions

Foundational Issue for This Week:

How can the use of continentaland local

scales of observation give us useful insights 

into how cities work in North America?

Cities in North America

ÂCities are the dominant geographical form of 

modern North American society

ÂCities in North America are uniqueïunlike 

cities in every other world region

ÂWhy? The result of a unique convergence of 

technological development and historical 

circumstance

ÂThis module explores the city as it exists 

today in North America

Cities in North America

ÂGeographers look at cities from two 
perspectives

Â1. Inter-city systems: how cities and towns 
work together to support life across a region or 
country (the ñcontinentalò scale we mentioned)

Â2. Intra-city systems: how the communities 
and neighborhoods inside an individual city 
function to make the city what it is (the ñlocalò 
scale)

ÂWeôll take a look at the North American city 
from both perspectives

The North American City System

ÂNorth America is dominated by its cities

Characterized 

by a core and 

a periphery

Core
Periphery

The North American City System

ÂThe core

ÂHighly urban, including the majority of the 

key cities that dominate life in North 

America: New York, Chicago, Boston, 

Detroit, Philadelphia, Washington DC, 

Toronto, Montreal

ÂHighly wealthy (often very visibly)

ÂMany business opportunities
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The North American City System

ÂQ: how many of us have lived or traveled in 

the North American core (northeastern US 

states, southern Ontario/Quebec in Canada)?

ÂIs life different there than elsewhere in the 

country?

ÂHow so? How not?

The North American City System

ÂDensity of population and urban activity 

makes a difference in life in the North 

American core

ÂGood things: job opportunities, specialized 

stores, schools, services, other social 

amenities (sports teams, concerts, many 

recreational opportunities)

Fenway Park (Baseball Stadium) in Boston Massachusetts Institute of Technology, Cambridge MA

Fifth Avenue, New York City Rockefeller Center, New York City


