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The Sustainability of the Colorado River as a Viable Source of Water 

Austin Ferrari, Samuel Paniagua, Sean Rainey & Clinton McBride. 

 

ABSTRACT. The Colorado River has become one of the largest sources of water in the 

United States. The river provides states in the Southwest region with water used for 

consumption, irrigation and recreational activities that support the economy along with it 

being the home and resource of numerous species of wildlife. As time has progressed, 

this source of water has become tremendously over allocated and is rapidly depleting, 

causing massive controversy throughout conservation groups and society as a whole. This 

article examines the Colorado River’s composition as a viable water source, the 

dependency that has been constructed by states and regions around the river, whether it 

be humans or wildlife, as well as the negative aspects of modern time that play a major 

role in the over dependence of the key water source. Possible solutions relating to water 

reuse and water conservation will also be proposed and explored to battle against the 

depletion of the Colorado River and to sustain the water source for the foreseeable future. 

 

 

Newfoundland: Fish to Oil 

Dana Austin, Wesley Cox, Zachary LaFerney & Conor Brown. 

 

ABSTRACT. The Economy of Newfoundland and Labrador is and has been Heavily 

dependent upon natural resources for centuries. This led to the economic rise and fall of 

the region. We have postulated that with proper regulations and control, regions rich in 

natural resources can flourish and avoid or recover from economic disaster. Large-scale 

fishing took root once the European settlers “discovered” North America in 1492. The 

Cod population off the coast of Newfoundland and Labrador were abnormally abundant. 

The Newfoundland and Labrador economy was based almost entirely on fishing and the 

Atlantic cod was key. For hundreds of years the fishing was bountiful, and the economy 

of the region flourished; however, the lack of fishing regulations led to disaster for the 

fishermen in the 20th century. Fishing and transport technology for fishing vessels 

increased rapidly. With the new massive deep-water nets and voluminous chilled storage 

holds aboard the fishing vessels, too many cod were harvested while destroying much of 

the cod’s natural habitat, nearly driving the cod to extinction. The government of Canada 

could not allow the cod to become extinct and enacted a 10-year moratorium on fishing 

in 1992 to give the cod population time to repopulate. This destroyed the economy of 

Newfoundland. The cod population was not replenished after the 10 years period and as 

such the fishing was not allowed to continue at that time. During the early 2000s the 

discovery of offshore oil deposits gave Newfoundland a new chance. With proper 

government regulation and oversight the oil industry moved in to Newfoundland and 



Labrador and sparked the economy back to life. With proper oversight and control the 

economy of the region rose like a phoenix from the ashes of economic failure. The people 

of Newfoundland still considered themselves fisherfolk and embraced that identity fully.  

Newfoundland art and culture are more prominent now than ever before. 

 

 

Invasive Species in the Great Lakes 

Taylor Acker, Lesley Rodriguez, Zack King & Kyle Winburn. 

 

ABSTRACT. The Great Lakes region is the largest freshwater network in North America 

and has grappled with the introduction of invasive species since the major waves of 

European colonization in the 17th and 18th centuries. Invasive species have largely 

arrived in the region via accidental releases from ship cargo and ballast water. These 

damaging species range from aquatic plants to mollusks to large fish species; all of which 

have no natural predators and a large propensity to adversely affect the environment and 

food chain. We will focus on the long history of the spread of invasive species such as 

Zebra Mussels, Asian Carp, and Sea Lampreys from lake to lake within the Great Lakes 

system. With invasive species costing the region an estimated 50 million dollars in 

reduced tourism annually, we will also look at the adverse economic effects they have on 

the region, and the degree of success various costly mitigation and control efforts have 

had. Results indicate that although there are measures in place to prevent the further 

introduction of new invasive species, the invasive species already present in the Great 

Lakes system are overcoming control efforts. This leads to increasingly severe economic 

losses in the region pertaining to infrastructure, fishing, water quality, and related 

industries. 

 

 

Wildfires in the Southwest 

Jason Hammett, Mason Harness, Ariel Seward & Kristi Linn Taliaferro. 

 

ABSTRACT. The report examines the impact of wildfires on the economy and 

sustainability of the Southwestern Region of the United States in the states of California, 

Arizona, New Mexico, and Texas. Findings show how the costs of combating high-risk 

wildfires affect the overall development of the region, including its economic, cultural, 

and geographical and population trends. Results show an inverse relationship between the 

acreage burned and the amount of precipitation received. Additionally, wildfires impact 

areas where there are large amounts of oil production. The data shows this region is often 

affected by extreme drought conditions, and in the following report we suggest ways to 

reduce the impact on the region. expanding the budget in combating wildfires, exposing 

the public and community to more fire safety procedures, implementing more drought 

resistant plants in the landscape and restraining from constructing homes in such high-

risk areas of fires. 

 


